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THE PRESIDENT’S 


A‘ all-wise Providence has ordained 
that men should not be able to look 
into the future. No one can foretell how 
soon or to what extent. our libraries will 
be affected by mobilization rulings and 
shortages of personnel and equipment. 
Should stringent regulations again be- 
come the order of the day we should be 
able to adapt ourselves to them with less 
difficulty than during World War II. We 
can make our most valuable contribution 
by being the best person for the job at 
hand. 

Trustees, too, can make a special effort 
to represent to their fellow citizens and 
appropriating bodies the significance and 
importance of libraries during wartime. 


NEW COMMITTEE AT WORK 


The Bibliographical Committee began 
work in November under the chairman- 
ship of Mrs. Adrian Hughes. This com- 
mittee should be able to make valuable 
contributions to librarianship in Ala- 
bama. 

At the suggestion of Joseph Taylor, a 
Guide to the Publications in Alabama Li- 
braries Imprinted Up to 1825 was chosen 
as the official project for the current 
year. Mrs. Hughes and her committee 
will contact :he various libraries of the 
state regarding the compilation of the 
Guide. We bespeak the cooperation of 
all members in furthering the work of 
this committee. 


CONVENTION PLANS 


Both Bethel Fite, program chairman, 
and Paul E. Postell, chairman of local 
arrangements, have held meetings of their 
respective committees to provide members 
with another outstanding convention pro- 
gram in Montgomery on April 13-15. 

According to Miss Fite, the general 
sessions will be given over to the impor- 
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tant and timely matter of acquiring 
formation in the field of international 
lations. Section meetings will be « 
cerned with practical ways of making t: is 
information more easily available to te 
communities they serve. 


Mr. Postell’s crew is dusting off the red 
carpet of welcome and assures members a 
get-together which will make attendai 
at the Capitol City convention a must on 
our agenda for 1951. 


LIBRARY COOPERATION 


At the annual Baldwin County Farm 
Bureau dinner, your president had the 
opportunity to discuss some library mat- 
ters with W. J. Terry, incoming State 
Superintendent of Education. Mr. Terry 
expressed sincere interest in the improve- 
ment of library service for Alabamians 
and assured us that his administration 
would always stand ready to cooperate 
with the over-all library program of the 
state. We, in turn, promised our coopera- 
tion with his office and school library 
service in the state. 


THE ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


The fall issue of The Alabama Libra- 
rian marked a milestone. It proved that 
when two smart people turn editor and 
business manager, an association’s publi- 
cation can be a great. credit to the asso- 
ciation and pay for itself. Association 
members greatly appreciate the work of 
Mabel Willoughby and her editorial com- 
mittee and of Joe Langston’s business 
management. Both need your continued 
help. Send news, articles and other mat- 
ters of interest to the editor. Patronize 
the advertisers and help Joe get more olf 
them. 

GRETCHEN KNIEF SCHENK 
President 











T : ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


FROM THE EDITOR 


SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


HE Southeastern Library Association 

held its fourteenth biennial confer- 
en 2, October 11-14, at the Atlanta Bilt- 
me Hotel. Among the 650 persons 
atiending, Alabama librarians were well 
rey resented. The president, Clarence 
“Skip” Graham, presided over the gen- 
era! sessions, which were provocative and 
stiinulating. Sectional meetings were 
he!pful and well-attended. 

Librarians in attendance were concern- 
ed with the adoption of plans which had 
been launched in Louisville in 1948 for 
the reorganization of SELA. An SELA 
office was set up in Atlanta and incorpo- 
rated under the laws of Georgia on March 
13, 1950, and a temporary executive secre- 
tary was appointed. At the Atlanta con- 
ference a constitution was adopted au- 
thorizing the establishment of a_head- 
quarters office, the employment of an 
executive secretary, the publication of a 
quarterly journal, and cooperative re- 
gional planning. Although the Alabama 
Library Association will not vote upon 
the new constitution until its next annual 
meeting, enough states have ratified the 
constitution to put it into operation. 
The new organization, with proper finan- 
cial support, will provide a stronger and 
more unified SELA than the old “South- 
eastern” whose membership was by affil- 
iation with state associations. 

The following officers were elected to 
serve for the next two years: president, 
Dr. Louis Shores, Florida State Univer- 
sity, Fallahassee; vice-president, Mrs. J. 
Henry Crossland, Georgia School of Tech- 
nology, Atlanta; secretary-treasurer, Dr. 
Robert Alverez, Public Library, Nash- 
ville. 

The Association is indebted to the 
Atlanta Library Club and to the Georgia 
Library Association for local arrange- 


ments and entertainment, and to the 
thirty or more commercial exhibitors for 
their contribution to the success of the 
conference. 


ALABAMA LIBRARIANS IN PRINT 


In line with the in-service training pro- 
gram in Jefferson County libraries, Sybil 
Baird’s recently published report on the 
Libraries in the White Schools of Jeffer- 
son County provides an understanding 
of existing conditions, which should 
point the way to improved school library 
service in Jefferson County. Gretchen 
Schenk’s report on Public Library Serv- 
ice in Birmingham and Jefferson County 
further gives a picture of library service 
in Jefferson County and offers suggestions 
for a more unified program of library de- 
velopment in this county. 

Other Alabama librarians have appear- 
ed in print during the past year. Notify 
the editor of your published articles and 
reports; if space permits, such a biblio- 
graphy will be carried in the next. issue 
of The Alabama Librarian. 


MONEY TO LEND! 


Do you know anyone who plans to 
enter library school in the summer or 
fall? There is a scholarship waiting to 
be claimed. Annis Smith, chairman of 
the scholarship committee, would like to 
have applications. Remember, every 
member of the Association is a member 
of the recruitment committee! 


ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


According to Dorothy Ethlyn Cole, 
editor of Library Literature, all back 
volumes of The Alabama Librarian will 
be indexed and included in the 1949-51 
cumulation of Library Literature. 

Copy for the pre-convention issue of 
AL should be in the hands of the editor 
not later than March 1. 
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EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 


By Mrs. PAuLINE M. Foster, Chairman 
Department of School Library Service 
College of Education 
University of Alabama 


QO! ALL the problems of librarian- 
ship, the educational problem is the 
key one. If we fail to solve it our pro- 
fession will continue to fall short of its 
possible attainments in professional serv- 
ice and public approval. If we can im- 
prove the number and caliber of profes- 
sional librarians, other problems will 
solve themselves. Library education is 
not a matter for library educators alone; 
it is of major concern to all librarians 
and to all educators and can be solved 
only by our united efforts. 

We are living in an era of experimen- 
tation and major changes in the system 
of library education. After a quarter of 
a century of stability, the patterns of li- 
brary education have undergone un- 
precedented changes during the past two 
or three years. Some librarians do not 
concur with the changes in course content 
and degree requirements; others are con- 
vinced that at last we are on the right 
road in library education. A substantial 
body of professional literature has been 
published leading up to and following 
these changes. 


HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


Our professional history is a brief one. 
When Melvil Dewey established the first 
library school at Columbia in 1887, the 
first step was taken on the road from 
“library training” to “library education.” 
Dewey placed great stress on practical ex- 
perience. The early emphasis on routines 
prevailed in all library schools until 1923, 
when C. C. Williamson’s report Training 
for Library Service was published. This 
was the second milestone in library edu- 
cation. At that time there were fifteen 
library schools, six of which were operated 


in connection with libraries. Dean W |- 
liamson’s recommendations were: that ; |] 
library schools be organized as depa‘t- 
ments of universities; that full-time in- 
structors qualified to teach college grad- 
uates be employed; and that a national 
body be established to formulate and en- 
force standards. He recommended 
that libraries distinguish between the pro- 
fessional and clerical aspects of library 
work. This last recommendation has not 
been carried out, and this problem con- 
tinues to be paramount. 


also 


Most of Dean Williamson’s recommen- 
dations were put into effect promptly. 
The next year the American Library Asso- 
ciation established its Board of Education 
for Librarianship. This Board has been 
responsible for much progress in library 
education, but it has been severely: criti- 
cized for the errors of its early years and 
for a lack of leadership during recent 
years. Dr. Louis R. Wilson refers to the 
Board’s mistake in regard to degrees; 
when in 1926 it accepted the ruling of 
the Association of American Universities 
that a certificate or a second bachelor’s 
degree be awarded instead of a master’s 
degree for a year of professional train- 
ing. Acceptance of this ruling, accord- 
ing to Dr. Wilson, has been responsible 
for much of the confusion concerning the 
proper content of the curriculum and for 
the salary discrimination against holders 
of the second bachelor’s degree. 

The ALA standards for library schools, 
adopted in 1926 and modified in 1933, 
set a pattern which remained undisturb- 
ed until the recent widespread self-analy- 
sis on the part of library schools which 
resulted in the present changes. In 1948, 
the Board of Education for Librarianship 


EDITOR’S NOTE: All articles in this issue are summaries of talks given at the forty-sixth 
annual conference of the Alabama Library Association, April, 1950. 
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ended its accrediting actions, pend- 
the development within the next few 
s of new accrediting standards. 

third landmark in library education 
the establishment of the Graduate Li- 
y School at the University of Chicago 
928. Its break with tradition was so 
t that Dr. Wilson confesses that it 
not until 1933 that he dared ask 

\ to accredit the school. The Grad- 

' Library School integrated librarian- 

» with subject fields of learning; it 
inc uded on its faculty and in its curricu- 
lui: teachers and ideas from other discip- 
lines such as education, sociology and 
hisiory. Its emphasis on research, investi- 
gation, and scholarship has profoundly 
in{luenced education for librarianship. 

\ fourth factor has been the remark- 
able growth of undergraduate depart- 
ments of library science, such as the one 
established at the University of Alabama 
in 1929. These departments have trained 
many of the librarians now in our schools. 
The need for school librarians, which is 
still pressing, has never been met by 
traditional library schools. 


OBJECTION TO OLD PATTERN 


Before we consider the emerging pat- 
tern of library education, suppose we enu- 
merate some of the insistent objections to 
the traditional library school program. 
Someone has remarked that practically 
everything has been said about library 
schools in the last five years except a 


kind word. The list of criticisms is im- 
pressive: too much emphasis on detail; 
courses too dry; too much crowded into 
one year; no time for community contacts 
and general college courses; not inte- 
grated with other departments of the uni- 
versity; little distinction between me- 
chanical and professional aspects of li- 
brary work; lack of qualified teachers; 
faculty not sufficiently aware of the needs 
of the profession; little attention given 
to purposes, philosophy, and newer types 
of service; and failure of schools to train 
administrators and subject specialists. 
Such criticisms—plus the objection to 
the B.S. in L.S. degree, a critical short- 
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age of librarians, the low salaries and 
lack of prestige of the profession— have 
led library educators to engage in rigorous 
self-examination. The resultant changes 
in curricula and policy are designed to 
meet these criticisms. 

Since 1946, impetus has been given to 
such changes by various national and 
regional conferences on library educa- 
tion. These conferences have not solved 
the problems of library education, but 
they have stimulated a great deal of 
thought which has resulted in substan- 
tial changes. Present progress marks a 
milepost in library education that is equal 
in significance to that made in 1887 or 
1923. 

This self-searching has not been pecu- 
liar to library education. It has pre- 
vailed in education in general, as well as 
in law, medicine, engineering, social work 
and nursing. Among the most important 
of the broader studies are A Report of 
the President’s Commission on Higher 
Education and the Harvard report. Gen- 
eral Education in a Free Society. All of 
these studies, as well as the conferences 
on library education, emphasize the 
necessity for general education as a basis 
for professional preparation. One of the 
most controversial issues in library edu- 
cation is how much general education 
should be prescribed for the librarian. 
Dr. Ralph Munn’s realistic answer is: 
“All that the traffic will bear; that is, as 
much as we dare require in view of the 
cost of education, our own salary levels, 
and the competition of other vocations 
for recruits.” 


FEATURES OF NEW PATTERN 

In what ways does the emerging pat- 
tern of library education differ from the 
old? First, there is a change in degree 
structure; second, marked improvements 
have been made in the curriculum; and 
third, many schools are achieving some 
integration with other disciplines. These 
changes are leading to the development 
of the effective system of library educa- 
tion envisaged twenty years ago. 

As for degrees, the B.S. in LS. is 
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steadily being discarded as the _profes- 
sional degree for the fifth year of study. 
Illinois now awards the B.S. in L.S. at the 
end of the fourth year. This year, 
twenty-one of the accredited library 
schools will grant the master’s degree for 
the completion of the first professional 
curriculum. Most of the schools require 
one quarter of undergraduate work in 
library science as a basis for graduate 
study. The master’s program usually 
combines library service courses and work 
in subject fields, thus permitting a grad- 
uate librarian to secure some subject 
specialization. The varying master’s de- 
grees granted are: M.A., M.S., M.L.S., 
M.S. in L.S., and Master of School Li- 
brarianship. 


The doctoral program, previously of- 
fered only by the University of Chicago, 
was inaugurated last year at Columbia, 
Illinois, and Michigan. Chicago and 
Columbia award the Ph.D. degree, and 
Illinois gives the Doctor of Library 
Science degree. 

The chief curricular change lies in 
placing the technical and clerical aspects 
of librarianship in the undergraduate 
courses, thus freeing the graduate courses 
for work on the graduate level. The cur- 
riculum is being improved by reorganizing 
courses into larger groupings of book 
courses, reader courses, and administra- 
tive courses. The bringing together of 
related subjects avoids duplication and 
permits greater depth. 

In the past, most. library schools have 
been isolated academically as well as 
physically. Now, a general attempt is 
being made to integrate both the school 
and its curriculum with other depart- 
ments of the university. Students are 
given the opportunity to take graduate 
courses in other fields. However, the 
Metcalf study The Program of Instruction 
in Library Schools points out that. perhaps 
the greatest weakness in the library school 
program is the lack of any adequate con- 
nection with a theoretical discipline, such 
as education or sociology, to serve as its 
foundation. Metcalf, Russell, and Os- 
burn, who made the study, believe that 
the prime objective of library education 
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should be the clarification of the 
theoretical foundations of library scien 

These trends lead to the developme 
of a practical system of library edu 
tion. The strong undergraduate depa 
ments of library science, which are t 
hope of school libraries and of small pi 
lic libraries, are providing ba 
training in library service upon which « 
be built a graduate program. The 1 
dergraduate departments also serve a va 
able recruiting and selective function 
encouraging students of particular prom- 
ise to go on for advanced work. 


PROBLEMS NOT 


also 


YET SOLVED 
In spite of the improvements being 
made, problems still remain. Future ac- 
complishments of libraries depend on two 
things: the quality of library students 
who enter the profession and the quality 
of the faculties who teach them. If we 
fail to recruit superior students, our edu- 
cational program will be fruitless. Here, 


the chief responsibility lies with librar- 
If libraries are not getting enough 
qualified people to function effectively, 
librarians are in a strategic position to do 


ians. 


something about it. 

While great progress has been made in 
the improvement of library school facul- 
ties in all of the accredited library schools 
offering the M.A. degree last year, there 
were only twenty teachers with the rank 
of full professor; and only twenty-five 
with doctor’s degrees, earned or honorary. 
Over half of these are directors who do 
little or no teaching. While the 
teaching is not necessarily done by those 
with advanced degrees, library school fa- 
culties will have difficulty in carrying on 
instruction and research at graduate levels 
until their attainments compare favor- 
ably with those of their university col- 
leagues. 


best 


UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
Up to this point I have discussed edu- 
cation for librarianship in terms of the 
national picture and have scarcely alluded 
to Alabama. 
The objective of the Department of 
(Continued on page 8) 
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I) STRUCTION IN THE USE OF THE LIBRARY 
IN ALABAMA COLLEGES 


By Mrs. ApRIAN HUGHES 
Cataloger, Birmingham-Southern College Library 


chemist, has described the library 

ne of the three “L’s” in a liberal edu- 

ca’ on: the laboratory, the lecture room 

an. the library. In the opinion of Dr. 

Jo.es and other educators, intelligent 

an: regular use of library facilities can 

be the most important single factor in 

contributing toward a well-rounded edu- 
cation, 

Because of the large enrollments at 
most colleges, it is necessary to instruct 
freshmen in this important phase of col- 
lege life by groups rather than individu- 
ally. Types of such group instruction 
vary widely throughout the state, accord- 
ing to a recent survey of methods prac- 
ticed at sixteen of the seventeen institu- 
tions whose libraries form the college sec- 
tion of the Alabama Library Association. 


ADMINISTRATION 


Only one institution in the state is 
unable at present to give some form of 
guidance in the use of the library, and 
one other institution gives only a library 
tour. The remainder provide some sort 
of study program. In two institutions 
the faculty assumes the entire responsi- 
bility for instructing incoming freshmen. 
In the majority of institutions, members 
of the library staff give the instruction 
and the number of classes varies from one 
to three per term. Exceptions are noted 
at two of the junior colleges where one 
class a week is more common. In four 
institutions the faculty and librarian 
work out a joint program, and with such 
a faculty-library plan, freshmen receive a 
more complete grounding in library use. 
Three of these are particularly successful: 
at Montevallo, Miss Russell and the fa- 
culty spend eight to ten class periods with 
each freshman group during the first 
term; at State Teachers College in Flor- 
ence, Miss Sullivan and the faculty allot 
five hours in each of two terms; and at 


Il). E. V. JONES, the eminent 
as 


Howard, the professional library staff and 
the English faculty give five or six hours 
to each freshman. 

In each instance, students are respon- 
sible for knowledge of library instruction. 
Testing methods vary and may take the 
form of library problems, an examina- 
tion, a term paper, or all three. The 
term paper is the culmination of library 
instruction in seven of the fourteen in- 
stitutions. 

In these instances, the work is part of 
the English curriculum. At Birmingham- 
Southern College the term paper was 
formerly written for orientation credit, 
but after two years of experimenting with 
this plan it has been discontinued. 


METHODS 


Methods vary, as might be expected. 
The faculty conducts all of the library 
instruction at two colleges and the facul- 
ty, in co-operation with the library, car- 
ries out the program at five institutions. 
Where the undertaking is a joint one, 
the chief librarian is usually the only li- 
brary staff member participating. In one 
institution the librarian, cataloger and 
reference librarian all take an active part 
in teaching. At six of the seven colleges 
where the library assumes the responsi- 
bility; one staff member, generally the 
head librarian, presents the material. At 
one institution the librarian and _refer- 
ence librarian teach. 

Textbooks to accompany library lec- 
tures are reported by eight libraries. In 
addition, Howard College and _ State 
Teachers College in Florence have print- 
ed handbooks prepared by the librarian. 
Judson College and Birmingham-Southern 
College provide mimeographed guides. 
The development of audio-visual aids has 
facilitated library instruction. Nine of 
the fourteen libraries describe the use of 
one or more of the following aids in 
class instruction: slides, films, posters, 








reference books, and sample catalog 
cards. At Howard College a poster has 
been made of photographs of the various 
steps in acquiring and processing a book. 
The Peabody visual aid posters, available 
from the publishers, are used in several 
libraries. 


COURSE CONTENT 

Arrangement of library materials is 
taught in each instance. The classifica- 
tion scheme and the make-up of the cata- 
log cards are explained in the courses of 
twelve of these institutions. Some class 
discussions include the explanation of 
filing in the catalog. General reference 
books are presented in twelve institu- 
tions. Reference books in subject fields, 
particularly in biography and literature, 
are frequently a part of the class mate- 
rial. Because of the increasing depend- 
ence of college instruction on periodical 
literature, the use of the Readers’ Guide 
to Periodical Literature is explained. 
Other periodical indexes are included 
when time permits. 

These practices in the educational in- 
stitutions of Alabama provide group 
orientation for freshmen, enabling them 
to gain a working knowledge of the use 
of the library at the beginning of their 
college careers. Standard 10 of the South- 
ern Association of Colleges and Second- 
ary Schools stipulates: “Arrangements 
should be made through Freshman Week, 
Orientation courses or otherwise for stu- 
dents to receive instruction in the use 
of the library.” In general, Alabama col- 
leges are meeting these standards and 
doing so with enthusiasm and ingenuity. 


EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


(Continued from page 6) 
School Library Service at the University 
of Alabama is the training and education 
of school librarians. This Department 
of School Library Service is one of the 
pioneer librarian-training agencies in the 
South, and it is the only one in the re- 
gion devoted primarily to the preparation 
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of school librarians. This departmeat 
was established in the summer of 1929 to 
meet the need for school librarizas 
created by the library standards set ip 
by the Southern Association of Colle; es 
and Secondary Schools. It has been fu ly 
accredited by the Southern Associati n 
since 1933. It is not a library scho); 
“school library service” is a more accur:.te 
description of its function. We offer in 
integrated curriculum for school lib-a- 
rians, based on a foundation of libe:al 
arts work and comprising the requisite 
professional courses in education and 
school library services. 

Beginning in the junior year, students 
may secure a major consisting of thirty 
semester hours in school library service. 
They may also have a major or a minor 
in an academic subject and qualify for a 
professional teacher’s certificate. Upon 
graduation students receive the degree of 
Bachelor of Science in Education.  Stu- 
dents who fulfill the Southern Associa- 
tion’s requirements are awarded a Certifi- 
cate in School Library Service from the 
University, indicating that they are elig- 
ible for full-time positions as school li- 
brarians in accredited schools. 

One of the unique features of the pro- 
gram is its inclusion of carefully super- 
vised library experience in an elementary 
school library, in a high school library, 
and in the University’s College of Edu- 
cation Library. Such practical experience 
contributes to the professional develop- 
ment. of students, gives an understanding 
of the various levels of school library 
service, and helps develop confidence, 
poise and professional enthusiasm. 

Beginning with the summer of 1949, a 
plan was inaugurated whereby graduates 
of an approved curriculum in _ teacher 
education could work for the master’s de- 
gree with a major in school library serv- 
ice. 

As a profession, we have given far more 
consideration to the year of formal li- 
brary training than to the concept that 
education for librarianship is a life-long 
process. Formal training is merely ‘he 


introduction to library education. Li 


brary education, once begun, never ends! 
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SUBJECT HEADING GUIDE CARDS 


By O. W. Hottoway, Assistant Librarian 
Air University Library 


[ THE annual meeting of the Ala- 
A bama Library Association in Flor- 
ence the system of subject guide cards 
usec in the catalog at the Air University 
Lib: ry was discussed. Since that time 
num. rous requests for further details of 
this vstem have been received. 

Aciually, this system is not new, nor is 
it usique to the Air University Library. 
It is being used by other libraries through- 
out the country. This scheme is usually 
used in a subject catalog; but it can, with 
certain modifications, be used in any dic- 
tionary catalog. In the Air University 
Library the catalog is divided into an 
author-title catalog and a subject catalog. 
The guide cards are used only in the 
subject catalog. 

In setting up such a system, there 
should be a file of subject headings used. 
The headings should be typed on guide 
cards which are about three-eighths of an 
inch taller than the catalog card. Such 
cards should be heavier than the usual 
card and in a different color. Guide 
cards are also made for see references and 
see also references. A new guide card is 
made each time a subject heading is 
added. All catalog cards on a subject 
are filed alphabetically behind the appro- 
priate guide card. 

There are many advantages to this sys- 
tem. The subject heading is typed only 
on the guide card and not on each cata- 
log card. Thus, corrections or changes 
can casily be made by correcting the guide 
card without having to change each cata- 
log card. Readers seem to find this sys- 
tem easier to use. When a user opens 
the appropriate catalog tray, the guides 
for the subjects in the tray may be seen 
at a glance so that he quickly finds the 
subject in which he is interested. See 
and see also references stand out and the 
user saves time by going directly to the 
related entry if the main entry does not 
suit his needs. 


There are some disadvantages to this 
system. At present, guide cards are not 
available in the required size and have 
to be cut to specifications. There is also 
a tendency for the guide cards to become 
dog-eared from use. Filing may be a 
little more difficult at first if the filer 
has been used to the system where the 
subject heading is typed on the top of the 
card. Persons filing cards have stated 
that after a short time the process is 
speeded up by the use of the guide- 
card system, and that fewer mistakes are 
made. However, the addition of these 
heavy stock cards increases the amount 
of tray space needed. If tray space is a 
problem, it should be given serious con- 
sideration. 

Generally speaking, the advantages of 
this system far outweigh the disadvan- 
tages. Any technique which makes the li- 
brary easier for the reader to use increases 
the ability of the library to accomplish 
its mission. 





AU LIBRARY AIDS 


The Air University Library re- 
cently published an annual cumu- 
lation of the Air University Period- 
ical Index covering the period Oc- 
tober 1, 1949 through September 
30, 1950. 


* * * 


A comprehensive list of subject 
headings with cross-references has 
recently been completed by the Air 
University Library. This list covers 
some 10,000 subject entries, plus 
approximately 50,000 see and see 
also references used in the Air Uni- 
versity Library card catalog. The 
list has been multilithed in three 
volumes. 
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FROM OVER THE STATE 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES SECTION 
Mrs. Lots RAINER GREEN, Editor 


HE Eufaula 

cently renovated, has reorganized its 
services to the community under the di- 
rectorship of Mrs. Albert Simpson, form- 
erly a member of the staff of the Public 
Library Service Division. 


Carnegie Library, re- 


Miss Nell Brannen has resigned as li- 
brarian of the Coffee-Geneva Regional 
Library to accept a library appointment 
at Camp Rucker, Ozark, Alabama. 

Mrs. Ruth Brubeck, formerly of Patter- 
son, N. Y. Public Library staff, is librarian 
of the newly organized Lee-Tallapoosa 
Regional Library, with headquarters at 
Dadeville. Mrs. Brubeck is a graduate 
of New York University and holds a li- 
brary degree from Columbia University. 

The Montgomery chapter of AAUW is 
sponsoring a Children’s Film Series for 
the benefit of the Children’s Department 
of the Montgomery Carnegie Library. 
This project last year earned sufficient 
funds to add over 450 books to the li- 
brary collection and to buy new furnish- 
ings for the children’s room in the main 
library. Twenty-four local business firms 
are cooperating with the sponsors to make 
possible these film showings. 

The new Woodlawn Branch building 
of the Birmingham Public Library was 
dedicated on October 29, with Senator 
Lister Hill as the principal speaker. This 
handsome structure with its new decora- 
tions and furniture is one of the library’s 
show places. 

Open House was held on November 21, 
in the new quarters of the Collinsville 
Branch of the DeKalb County Library. 
The local board is proud of its attractive 
location and the newly painted shelves, 
with some 200 new books. 

A collection of forty-one educational 
films for primary, upper elementary and 
junior high students was purchased this 
fall by the Huntsville Board of Educa- 
tion and the local PTA for the Regional 
Library Service of Madison and Jackson 


Counties. The films, which include _ iir 
tales, animal stories, transportation, m sic, 
natural history, etc., are circulated to the 
teachers along with books for classr om 
use. 

During September, the Florence-L..ud- 
erdale Public Library had an exhibi: of 
400 books donated to the library as memo- 
rials to men and women of Lauder:!ale 
County. This collection contains many 
beautiful and valuable volumes. In ad- 
dition to books presented by individuals, 
memorial volumes have been presented 
by such organizations as the American 
Legion Post and the Florence chapter of 
the UDC. 

The Florala Public Library recently re- 
arranged its library quarters to provide 
a children’s corner, adding new drapes, 
a table and chairs for the 
patrons. 


younger 


Mrs. Frances W. Norton has recently 
been appointed librarian of the Cullman 
Public Library. 

The Guntersville Public Library has 
inaugurated a Saturday morning story 
hour under the sponsorship of the Pierian 
Club. 

Miss Nina Hall has joined the staff of 
the Montgomery Carnegie Library and is 
in charge of the bookmobile service in 
this city. 

Mr. Horace Moses resigned his position 
as director of the Mobile Public Library 
in the early summer and moved to Wichi- 
ta, Kansas. Mr. Moses was succeeded by 
Mr. Arless Nixon from Kilgore, Texas. 
Mr. Nixon is a past-president of the 
Texas Library Association. 

Several new bockmobiles are seen on 
Alabama highways now-a-days. Coffee- 
Geneva Regional and Huntsville Regional 
libraries are justly proud of their new 
book trucks. The Lee-Tallapoosa Re- 
gional Library is using one of the book- 
mobiles owned by the State Public Li 
brary Service Division. 
(Continued on page 13) 
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JOL LIBRARIES SECTION 


FANNIE ScHmitTt, Editor 


OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 


ALABAMA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION, 


RESIDENT—Miss Mary Hamilton 


ICE-PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT-ELECT—Miss Mildred Smith 


REASURER—Mrs. Stella Bradford 


.ECORDING SECRETARY—Mrs. Lillie Jordan —. 
ORRESPONDING SECRETARY—Miss Fannie Sehuaitt.. 


1950-51 


Bessemer 

Mobile 

Jefferson County 
Decatur 
Montgomery 


XECUTIVE CounciL—Mrs. Virginia Thompson, Opelika; Mrs. Lillian Mount, 
Montgomery; Mrs. Sarah Cowling, Elmore County; Mrs. Ruth Waldrop, 


Jefferson County. 


URING the week of November 6-10, 
D the professionally trained school li- 
brarians of the state participated in two 
two-day work conferences sponsored by 
the State Department of Education. The 
theme of the conferences was Evaluating 
School Library Service. School librarians 
in the lower part of the state met at 
Colonial Inn, Fairhope, and those in the 
northern part of the state worked together 
at the Reich Hotel, Gadsden. 

Miss Sara Krentzman, consultant in li- 
brary service, Florida State Department 
of Education, was the out-of-state con- 
sultant for both conferences. Miss Krentz- 
man, through her understanding of school 
library service, her sound philosophy of 
education and of the contribution which 
school library service makes to curriculum 
development provided stimulation, in- 
spiration and information to the con- 
ference group. 

Other consultants included the follow- 
ing members of the State Department of 
Education: Dr. W. Morrison McCall, di- 
rector, Division of Instruction; Dr. W. L 
Davis, assistant director, Division of In- 


struction; Miss Helen Kearley, supervisor 


of instruction; Dr. 


Hoyt Brock, super- 
visor of 


instruction; Mr. E. H. Gentry, 
assistant director, Division of Vocational 
Education; Mr. Ben E. Harris, associate 
supervisor and itinerant teacher-trainer, 
Vocational Trades and Industries, Di- 
vision of Vocational Education; Miss 
Fannie Schmitt, school libraries consult- 
ant, Division of Instruction. 


Leaders of the small discussion groups 
for the two conferences were Miss Joyce 
Baxter, Eufaula; Mrs. W. L. Buntin, An- 
dalusia; Miss Katherine Wilkinson, An- 
niston; Miss Sybil Baird, Jefferson Coun- 
ty; Mrs. Taska Tyson, Marshall County; 
Miss Julia Riser, Talladega. 

Seventy-four people participated in the 
conferences which were planned as a 
phase of in-service education for the 
school librarians. The program was di- 
rected by Miss Fannie Schmitt, school li- 
braries consultant. 

Members of local committees in charge 
of registration and other arrangements 
were: at Fairhope, Miss Mildred Smith, 
Mobile; Mrs. Sabra Stough, Bay Minette; 
at Gadsden, Mrs. June Moore Bugg, Ala- 
bama School of Trades, Miss Katherine 
Abercrombie and Miss Margaret Turner, 
Gadsden. 

The American Association of School 
Libraries has reprinted the folder How 
About School Librarianship for You as 
one of its official recruitment publica- 
tions. The reprint carries the by-line: 
“This publication was first prepared and 
distributed by the Department of School 
Libraries, Alabama Education Associa- 
tion.” The folder was published as one 
phase of the recruitment program of the 
Alabama group, during the winter 1948- 
49, during the presidency of Mrs. Ruth 
Schaeffer, Ozark. Miss Olive Jo Lamb, 
at that time librarian of Tuscaloosa 
Junior High School, was chairman of the 

(Continued on page 12) 





COLLEGE LIBRARIES SECTION 
Mrs. AprRIAN HuGuHes, Editor 


COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 


Alabama College. Miss Abi Russell re- 
ports the completion of a “weeding and 
discarding” program in both the book 
and periodical collections. Miss Margaret 
Sessoms has returned to take charge of 
serials, following a year’s leave of ab- 
sence during which she completed work 
for the Master’s degree at Emory Univer- 
sity. 

Alabama Polytechnic Institute. Mr. 
James G. Baker is acting director during 
Mr. Cantrell’s leave of absence. In July, 
the A P I Library News was changed to 
a library staff bulletin which aims to dis- 
cuss library problems as they affect the 
Institute, the region, and the nation. 

Birmingham - Southern College. Mr. 
Davis Miller Simpson, former head of the 
acquisitions department, University of 
South Carolina Library, has been ap- 
pointed director, as of September 1. 

Howard College. Miss Mabel Wil- 
loughby announces an increase in re- 
quests for class instruction on use of the 
library, which demonstrates faculty inter- 
est in this aspect of library service. A 
directory of bound periodicals in mimeo- 
graphed form has been issued and dis- 
tributed. Miss Gaye Byars, who received 
a Master of Librarianship from Emory 
University, returned to the library in 
September as reference librarian. Mrs. 
Max Daily, recent graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Alabama with a major in li- 
brary science, has been added to the staff 
as periodicals librarian. 


Huntingdon College. 
custom of honoring a particular depart- 
ment of the college at tea, Mrs. Willa 
Boysworth reports that the opening tea 
on October 6, honored the Art Depart- 


Continuing the 


ment. Displays throughout the library 
featured the particular interests of that 
department. 

Judson College. Miss Eugenia Collins 
discussed The role of the library in a lib- 
eral arts college before the late spring 
meeting of the faculty. A list of bound 
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and unbound journals will soon be 2 » 
able for students and faculty. 

University of Alabama. Dr. W. 
ley Hoole delivered the book dinne 
dress Humor in the Old Deep Sout! 
fore the Mississippi Library Associa 
at Biloxi, October 27. He also spok> ; 
the college section meeting. 


‘TEACHERS COLLEGES 

State Teachers College, Livingston. The 
library is presenting a ten-minute we-kly 
book review program over station \VM 
OX, Meridian, Mississippi, and WXAL, 
Demopolis. During the winter quarter 
1950-51, Miss Frances Moak is scheduled 
to offer a course in Mobile for teacier- 
librarians. 

State Teachers College, Troy. Mrs. 
Thelma Cates Mershon announces the 
appointment of Miss Ruth Reese from 
Gonzales, Texas, as assistant librarian 
and instructor in library science.  Stu- 
dents may now minor in library science. 


Juntor COLLEGES 


Marion Institute. Mrs. Mildred Baer 
stresses the value of the newly acquired 
reprint edition of the McGuffey’s Read- 
ers and the Old Blue Back Speller. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


(Continued from page 11) 

committee which prepared the folder. 

During the Cleveland meeting, the ALA 
Council ruled that the petition of the 
AASL for division status would be granted 
if the required mail vote by members 
showed an affirmative majority. The re- 
sult: 996 votes for division status and 401 
votes against. Thus AASL will become 
a division at the beginning of the 1951 
fiscal year. 

Mrs. Ruth Schaeffer was on the pro- 
gram for the Southeastern Library Asso- 
ciation meeting in Atlanta in October. 





AEA CONVENTION 
March 15-16 
BIRMINGHAM 
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(Continued from page 10) 

Fant H. Thornley, assistant direc- 
Birmingham Public Library, was 
ig a “flying” visit to England and 
ntinent—and some outstanding li- 
—during the Southeastern confer- 
Thus, Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, direc- 
libraries at the University, read a 
for Mr. Thornley before the Ref- 
Section of SELA. His paper was 
d Reference Sources and Informa- 
[bout the Southeastern Region. 








CALENDAR 
January 30-February 3 
ALA MIDWINTER MEETING 
April 13-15 
ALA LiprAary AsSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CONVENTION 








%* LIBRARY BOOKS 
Prebound Books 
Publishers Bindings 
Rebind Old Books 


% LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


For immediate service on your or- 
ders for books and supplies, send 
them to: 


STANDARD 
SCHOOL SERVICE 


Our representatives will be glad to 
bring a book exhibit to your school. 


Write for Details 


STANDARD 
SCHOOL SERVICE 
3827 First Ave., North 

Birmingham 6, Ala. 
Phones 9-6196—9-6197 











NEW LOW PRICES 


Hawkins Life-Time Cello-Buck and Duro-Tuff Library Bindings 
All Books are Singer-Sewn and Bound in Silk-Screen Covers 


For Grades 1 through 4 


Primers 


Pre-Primers 


Little Golden Book, etc. 
Write for List 


HAWKINS BOOK STORE 


2123 3rd Avenue, North 


Birmingham, Alabama 





Library Supplies 
You'll find them all in here 








Send today for your free copy of the big, 68- 
page, fully illustrated book, packed with help- 
ful hints and ideas galore. Just write or phone 


REMINGTON RAND 2009 Fourth Ave. 


Remington Rand Inc. 


Birmingham. 
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Books... and Sewice 
from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library service, 


is equipped to serve you well! Our staff is skilled in the handling 





of Library, School and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage ... and the opportunity to serve you. 


A. GC. McClurg & Go. Gi. tic 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business” 





GAYLORD 
CARD 
CATALOG CASES 
~ 

IN MODERN OR BOOK TRUCKS 
TRADITIONAL DESIGNS i. 
e MAGAZINE RACK 
~ 





Specialists in Library Bindings 
for 87 years DICTIONARY STAND 


and other standard Library Furni- 
ture—now in stock for prompt ship- 
ment. Quarter sawed oak—light 


WEISE-WINCKLER and dark finish. 
BINDERY, INC. GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 


27-29 West Court Street Library Supplies 
set a . 8 SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
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WHICH ENCYCLOPEDIA IS MOST OFTEN 
* CONSULTED IN ALABAMA? 








A. World Book Encyclopedia! 


Have you seen the completely new $2,000,000 edition? 
Write or call Thomas K. Hearn, Albertville, Ala., Tel. 374-J 

















THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 
/40 St. Charles Avenue New Orleans 12, La. 


We sell the books of all publishers in original 
publishers bindings and library bindings. 
We specialize in handling complete library orders. 


All orders receive personal attention—prompt 
service. Individual reports sent on ‘shorts’. 


SEND YOUR NEXT ORDER TO THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 

















Stop hunting — GO HUNTTING 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


Wholesale Booksellers 
740 St. Charles Avenue New Orlean 12, La. 


Are Now Our Exclusive Representatives In 
ALABAMA... LOUISIANA... ARKANSAS... and MISSISSIPPI 


for all 


HUNTTING PREBOUNDS 


All Orders should be Addressed to The Jenkins Book Company 


THE H. R. HUNTTING COMPANY 
Library Specialists 
100 Chestnut Street Springfield 5, Mass. 




















“Any Book — Of Any Publisher — In Any Binding” 
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OFFICERS OF THE 


ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


1950-51 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


Presment—Mrs. Greichenm Entef Scheh.... 


VICE-PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT-ELEcT—Mabel E. Willoughby, Librarian, 


Howard College 
SECRETARY—Sybil Baird, Library Consultant, Jefferson County Schools 
TREASURER—Nellie Glass, Librarian, Montgomery Public Library_ 


Mempers-At-Larce—Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, University of Alabama; 


_Summerdale 


Birmingham 
Birmingham 
..Montgomery 


Mildred Johnston, 


acksonville High School; Mrs. Elizabeth P. Beamguard, Huntsville Public Li 
J 5 5 


brary; Paul Postell, Air University Library, Maxwell Field; 


Tuscaloosa. 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


Aupitinc—Mrs. Jessie E. Cobb, Department of Archives and History. 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL—Mrs. Adrian — 
—Clyde H. Cantrell, A. P. a 
ConvENTION—Paul E. Postell, Air 1 niversity Library. 


District MEETINGS—Mrs. Elizabeth P. en Huntsville | Public 
Library 


Birmingham-Southern College 
BIRACIAL 


FEDERAL RELATIONS—Mrs. Lois R. Green, Public 
Library Service Division 


LEGIsLATIVE—Mildred Goodrich, 
MEMBERSHIP—Jesse Griffin, 


Carnegie ition 

Air University Library : 
NoMINATING—Mary Hamilton, Bessemer High School... 
PLANNING—Judge Walter B. 
PRoGRAM—Bethel Fite, 
PuBLic RELATIONS—O. 


aaa ee 
University of Alabama 
W. Holloway, 


Air University Library___.. 
PuBLicaTions—Mabel E. Willoughby, Howard College 
SCHOLARSHIP—Annis E. Smith, Snead Junior College... 


SCHOLARSHIP LOAN Funp—Shirley Brother, Public Library 
Service Division —_.... 


REcRUITING—Mrs. Ruth Waldrop, ‘thades Valley High School... 
REsoLutTions—Fannie Schmitt, Department of Education. 


Mrs. 


J. E. Price, 


Montgomery 
Birmingham 

Auburn 
Montgomery 


Huntsville 


Montgomery 
Anniston 


...Montgomery 


Bessemer 
Montgomery 
University 
Montgomery 
Birmingham 
_. Boaz 


...Montgomery 
__Birmingham 


Montgomery 








